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Happy New Year! In 2022 several key projects were com-
pleted significantly contributing to the growth and qual-
ity of our Town. Additionally, some projects were started
in 2022 and are well on their way to completion in 2023.
Projects of note include:

Safety Changes to State Roads through Columbia - The
Board of Selectmen approved important safety chang-
es to the intersection of Route 66 and Hunt/West St.
Connecticut Department of Transportation (ConnDOT)
installed new opposing left turn lanes. The existing con-
ditions cause sight-line blockage when two opposing
left-turning vehicles on Route 66 are stopped at this in-
tersection, leading to high-speed collisions with oncom-
ing traffic. The left turn lanes will now align left turning
vehicles so that each direction can see oncoming traffic,
resulting in safer traffic operation.

Elimination of Passing Zone by the Main Moose on
Route 66 - A request was sent from the Town to Con-
nDOT to eliminate a dangerous passing zone in front of
the Main Moose on Route 66. During ConnDOT’s repav-
ing project on Route 6 & 66 they agreed to take out the
dangerous passing zone.

Erdoni Road Culvert Repair Project - The Department
of Public Works repaired twin culverts on Erdoni Road.
The project included excavation, mortaring the head
walls, adding hydraulic cement to fill to top of road, and
adding asphalt to complete road repair. The road repair
took less than a week and was all done in-house provid-
ing significant savings to the town.

Cards Mill Road Improvement Project - Portions of
Cards Mill Road from Route 66 to the intersection of
Baker Hill Road were milled and paved.

Construction of Department of Public Works Office

Building - The Board of Selectmen granted approval for
the construction of the DPW office building and all as-
sociated work and site improvements. Construction will
start in early 2023. The building will have a conference/
training room, DPW Director’s office, and another work
station area for a foreman. There will be a breakroom,
locker room with sinks, toilets and a shower and an ADA
non-gendered restroom with a shower. The multi-pur-
pose office will provide our dedicated DPW crew the
ability to conduct vital functions as well as modernize
the current office amenities that are in place. This proj-
ect was funded through the American Rescue Plan Funds.

Recreation Park - The following Recreation Park proj-
ects were completed.

* New pavilion construction completed with conces-
sion stand, handicap bathrooms, and storage for the
Recreation Department, Little League, and the Soccer
League.

* Grading and milling of parking lot.

* Gate installed to prevent cars from going behind the
concession stand.

* Guardrail installation project in front of the girls’ soft-
ball field.

* Maintenance Garage was completed which houses all
the grounds maintenance equipment.

All the above projects with the exception of the Mainte-
nance Garage were funded through the American Res-
cue Plan Funds.

Columbia Volunteer Fire Department Upgrade to Mobile
and Portable Radios and Voice over Internet Protocol
(VoIP) phone system - The upgrade to the mobile and
portable radios will provide improved communications

Continued on page 14

Dear Columbia Residents:

We had a very productive year with all our projects to
improve Rec Park finishing with a Winter Wonderland
light show including our fire department with Santa and
Mrs. Claus. The fire Department also had a big 75th year
milestone event. Public Works took down countless trees
repaired and replaced many culverts and even rebuilt a
culvert bridge at Erdoni Road in only one weeks’ time.
We had a wonderful celebration of our Beckish Senior
Center for its 25 years of serving our seniors.

Thank you to every employee, commission, and com-

mittee member for the great job of running our town in
2022!

Now begins the time and commitment of our Board of
Selectmen, Board of Education and Financial Planning
and Allocation Commission working with our employ-
ees to prepare a budget to present in our public meet-
ings. We encourage you to express your comments and
concerns by asking questions through emailing us at:
PublicInput@columbiact.org.

You can also join our workshops in person or via zoom.
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Town Clerks Office Magazines Schedule

Fire Marshal

Beckish Senior Center 2nd Q/23

Seniors on the Go COLUMBIA: Ad Deadline 4/7/2023

Saxton B. Little Library Mailed Week of 5/8/2023

Assessor’s Office HEBRON: Ad Deadline 5/5/2023

Mailed Week of 6/5/2023

Horace W. Porter School

AHM Youth & Family Services 3rd Q/23

Parks & Recreation COLUMBIA:  Ad Deadline 7/7/2023

Columbia Lions Club Mailed Week of 8/7/2023
. HEBRON: Ad Deadline 8/4/2023

Columbia Leos Mailed Week of 9/4/2023

Columbia Community Social Services
Republican Town Committee
Democratic Town Committee
Columbia Congregational Church
Friends of Mono Pond State Park
Town Historian

Get your business in front of the entire community!
Mailed quarterly to every household in town'’s zip code!
Email: sales@epicmagazines.com for more info.
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ColumbiaViews

an Epic Magazines LLC Publication
PO Box 426 « Moodus, CT 06469

www.columbiact.org

Executive Director & Co-Founder
Bryan A. Perry
baperry@epicmagazines.com
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TOWN CLERK’S OFFICE

Permanent Absentee Ballots

An elector with a permanent physical disability, who is
unable to appear in person at their poll on Election Day,
may file an absentee ballot application along with a doc-
tor’s certificate (on letterhead) with the Town Clerk. This
will place the elector on the Permanent Absentee Ballot
list. A copy will be forwarded to the Registrar of Voters
so that the permanent status can be noted on their reg-
istration. Throughout the year, for any election, primary
or referendum, the Town Clerk will automatically mail
an absentee ballot to the elector as soon as they become
available. Please contact our office if you have any ques-
tions.

Births—Deaths-Marriages

Certified copies of vital events such as births, deaths and
marriages are available from the Town Clerk. A request
application and positive identification are necessary to
obtain a certified copy. There is a fee of $20.00 for each
certified copy requested.

Probate Court

Probate Court for Columbia is located in Manchester at
66 Center Street. Michael M. Darby is Probate Judge. If
you have any questions, you can call their office at 860-
647-3227, Monday thru Friday from 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Dogs

If you are new to Columbia and have not registered your
dog with us or you have a new dog that is at least six

FIRE MARSHAL

Midwinter Checkup

We are in the middle of the heating season, so now is a
good time to do a safety check on all of your heating de-
vices. All combustibles should be at least 36” away from
any heating source. Chimneys, power vents, and make-
up air systems must be clean and clear for proper op-
eration. Smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors
should be tested to make sure they are in working order.
Any alarm or detector that is over ten years old should
be replaced entirely. Lastly, all ash should be disposed of
properly. Always ensure ash is extinguished and placed
outside safely away from combustibles. Please feel free
to contact the Land Use Department with any questions
at 860-228-0440.

months of age, please contact our office. You will need
an updated rabies vaccination certificate and a spayed/
neutered certificate, if applicable, to license your dog.

Fishing and Hunting

Sports licenses for 2023 are available for purchase in the
Town Clerk’s office and on the DEEP website. The DEEP
invites you to go to their website https://portal.ct.gov/
DEEP-CT-Outdoor-Guides for downloadable PDFs of
their fishing and hunting guides.

The Town Clerk’s office is fully open to the public. We are
here for those services you might need - Recording and
Searching of Land Records, Certified copies of Vital Re-
cords, Marriage licenses, Dog Licenses, Transfer Station
stickers, Fishing and Hunting licenses, etc.

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not
hesitate to call us (860-228-3284) or reach out to us
by email - Robin (townclerk@columbiact.org) or Gail
(atownclerk@columbiact.org).

Robin M. Kenefick, Columbia Town Clerk
Gail C. McGrath, Columbia Assistant Town Clerk
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“TASTE THE DIFFERENCE” —

The Motta Family thanks you
for your support.

860-228-1226
244 Rte. 6
Columbia, CT 06237

Mon.-Thur., Sat. 8am-5pm
Fri. 8am=-5:30pm
Closed Sunday

Visit us at: www.mottasbakery.com
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$S10 OFF

Any service
of $75 or more

With this coupon. Not valid with
any other offer. Expires 4/29/23.

We want you to shop and
compare ... because when
you do, we look even better!

We beat Wal-Mart, Town Fair Tire, Internet quotes,
and all other local tire stores « Used Tires Also Available

Huge Selection of Quality
Used Tires! $Save Big!

S20 OFE

Any service
of $150 or more

With this coupon. Not valid with
any other offer. Expires 4/29/23.

S50 OFE

Any service
of $250 or more

With this coupon. Not valid with

any other offer. Expires 4/29/23.

Platinum
Oil Change

Oil & Filter Change « Safety Inspection
Tire Rotation « Top Off Fluids

With this coupon.
s Up to 5 qgts. oil.
8 Not valid with

any other offer.
Expires 4/29/23.

10 OFF

IL CHANG

with any 4-tire purchase

With this coupon. Not valid with
any other offer. Expires 4/29/23.

FULL SYNTHETIC
OIL CHANGE

With this coupon. Not valid with

any other offer. Expires 4/29/23.
+ $3 Disposal Fee

Tire and Brake Clinic LLC

15 Route 66 East Columbia, CT 06237
(next to Wile Hyundai)

860-228-0212 860-228-8487

www.tireandbrakeclinic.com

Chris Rice, Service Manager
contact@tireandbrakeclinic.com
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BECKISH SENIOR CENTER

When the Beckish Senior Center
opened in July of 1997, Columbia res-
ident, Jay Smith volunteered his time
and his craft to create a hand-carved
sign for the grand opening of the cen-
ter. Jay is a lifelong resident of Co-
lumbia, and he takes great pride in his
work. For over 33 years, Jay has been
wood carving and made many items
from wood including patio decks, bulk-
heads, furniture, signs and so much
more. He is truly a very talented crafts-
man.

The Beckish Senior Center sign has re-
mained undamaged despite the harsh
New England weather for 25 years. You
may ask yourself, how is that even pos-
sible? Well, Jay made the original sign
out of Redwood, the last of the obtain-
able Redwood at the time. Redwood is
known for its impressive resistance to
decay. Jay made some minor needed
repairs to the existing sign and did a
total sand down, fresh primer and paint. The sign looks
brand new!

Jay believes in giving back to the community and creat-
ing a legacy. You never know where you will come across
his work here in Columbia. A few signs that come to

mind are Starkey’s Christmas Tree Farm and the Saxton
B. Little Library sign.

Thank you, Jay, for your continued support here in Co-
lumbia! Your craft is truly a work of art! Thank you for
rejuvenating the Beckish Senior Center sign so it can last
another 25 plus years.

SENIORS ON THE GO

Winter is here following a joyful holiday season. It was
great to be able to celebrate more of our holiday tra-
ditions with friends and family after the past years of
scaled down events. Since the last issue of Columbia
Views, the Columbia Seniors have hosted the Veterans’
Day luncheon, held a successful Harvest to Holly Fair,
and had a wonderful time at our Holiday Potluck and
White Elephant Grab-bag Party. It is so good to be able
to get together again.

Right now we are in the middle of our winter movie sea-
son. Every Thursday at 1:00 we meet for a movie with
popcorn and other goodies. We just watched Gypsy, and
Robin Hood (with Russell Crowe). There are more clas-
sics coming up with a sprinkling of newer movies. Join us
any Thursday with the caveat that if the weather is bad,
the movie will be cancelled.

Our annual tag sale will be coming up on Saturday, April
15 from 9:00 to 2:00. We will be accepting donations in
the two weeks before the sale so start setting aside those
items that you have accumulated while downsizing and
spring cleaning. As always we can use your help on that
Friday and Saturday with set up and selling. Along with
all the great items that will be on sale, we will serve lunch
and have a bake sale.

There are so many other weekly activities that the Co-
lumbia Seniors’ and the Beckish Senior Center provide,
we hope to see more and more of you. Please check the
Senior Center’s newsletter, The Gem, for up to date in-
formation about special events, meals, card games, social
groups, and trips. It is so important that we keep contact
with one another, establish new relationships, and so-
cialize with new friends.
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SAXTON B. LITTLE LIBRARY

As we enter the heart of winter, the world can seem a
pretty bleak place. So, now might be a good time to re-
mind all that the Library can offer some respite to the
bluster of February. Sure, we books and magazines to
keep you company as you curl up with a hot drink and
warm blanket, and thousands of DVDs for those dark
nights, but that’s just the beginning!

If you are a crafter, consider joining our Wednesday af-
ternoon Stitcher’s group. Not your think? Check out an
audio book and listen while you work or try our stream-
ing music services, it's like Spotify without the ads.

Maybe you're looking for something a bit more excit-
ing? How about origami or competitive Scrabble? In our
Experience kits, you'll find a DVD, a book, and what you
need to try out a new experience. Want to try a new hob-
by, not only do we have many how to books, but we also
share knitting needles, crochet hooks, and small looms.
Planning a gathering to chase the February blues away?
Or maybe youd like to surprise your sweetheart with a

ring on Valentine’s Day? Be sure to check out Saxton’s
stuff where you'll find odd items from a ring sizer to a
black light, a pedometer to a telescope, and a bubble ma-
chine to a microscope. If it’s time for some improvement
projects, Saxton also has a stud finder. You never know
what the mouse has in his closet.

But maybe you're tired of being home. Not only are we
always happy to see you in the Library, but we can also
help you get to other places. Be sure to check out the
Library’s collection of museum passes for discounted or
free admission to locations in CT and MA.

Beyond all that the Library offers our community, we'd
like to take this opportunity to thank you for what you
offer us! We thank you for using our collection, offering
your insights, and for all your support during this past
holiday season!

Onwards to Spring!

Su Epstein, Library Director

a

Columbia

2 Orlando Dr.
860-228-8885

23} Discovery Zone

Learning Center ¢/

Thank You to Everyone who
Voted Us #1, Best Child Day Gare!!! Y

We look forward to inspiring your children everyday.

Visit us at these 3 Connecticut locations:

Hebron
45 Pendleton Dr.
860-228-

Monday-Friday 7am-6pm « www.discoveryzone.info
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the Chronicle

Voted 1st Place

Marlborough

152 Hebron Rd.
860-295-8003
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MCD TEAM
OF CENTURY 21 ALLPOINTS REALTY
17 MAIN STREET * HEBRON, CT 06248
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Wendy McDonald
wendy@wendymcdonald.com
860-933-7047

Thomas Currier Michele Dumaine
tom.currier47@gmail.com shelldumaine@gmail.com

860-208-0324 860-462-0018

Together we bring years of experience in the real estate
industry to you. We will be here when you need us!

In this market having a professional to guide you
through the home sale and home purchase is a
wise choice. Have a question or want information?

Each office Independently Owned and Operated. @_ [B MLS n@

Not intended to solicit currently listed properties. =
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All persons liable to pay taxes are hereby notified to de-
clare all tangible personal property owned by them as of
October 1st. CGS 12-41(d) provides that the assessor must
apply a 25% PENALTY for failure to file by November 1st.

The Assessor’s Office will mail declaration forms to all
property owners previously on record. Failure to receive
a form does not negate the requirements to declare.
Forms are available online and in the Assessor’s Office.

Note: A declaration for real property or registered motor
vehicles are not necessary. Taxable personal property in-
cludes but is not limited to: unregistered motor vehicles,
motor vehicles located in Connecticut but registered in
another state, office, manufacturing and farming equip-
ment, machinery, tools, leasehold improvements, and
unregistered trailers. Please call the Assessor’s Office for
a full list or if you need clarification.

Veterans: who served for more than ninety days during
a time of war or have been disabled must have recorded
their honorable discharge with the Town Clerk by Octo-
ber 1, 2022 in order to receive an exemption against their
2023 tax bill.

Active Duty Service Members: must submit an appli-
cation to the Assessor’s Office in order to receive 2022
Motor Vehicle benefits no later than December 2023. A
copy of your orders or ID is required. The application
can be found on our website, and emailed to mlavallee@
townofcolumbiact.org

Additional Veteran’s Exemption: Increased exemptions
are available for those who meet the necessary income
requirements and file with the Assessor’s Office by Oc-
tober 1st. Biennial filing is required, and proof of income
must be furnished at the time of application.

Local option Veterans programs such as Gold Star Par-
ents, Disabled veterans motor vehicle exemptions and
increased exemption forl00% disabled veterans added
in 2022. Please see specifics on the assessor’s website.

Homeowners: Connecticut law provides for Annual Tax
Relief for persons who are 65 years or older or totally
disabled who meet necessary qualifications. To be eligi-
ble for a benefit for the 2023 tax bill, an application with
proof of income and, if applicable, proof of total disability
must be filed during the following dates: Homeowners:
Feb. 1 through May 15. Renters: April 1 through Oct. 1.

Persons Permanently and Totally Disabled, regardless
of age, may also apply for the benefits under the elderly
program.

Handicapped Modified Vehicle, used exclusively for the
purpose of transporting any medically incapacitated indi-
vidual, except for payment, may be eligible for exemption.

Totally and Permantly Disabled Persons: Any person
under the age of 65 that has been awarded total disabil-
ity must apply by October 1st in order to receive a 1000
assessment exemption. Applicants must furnish proof of
award.

Farm Machinery & Equipment: farmers must file a no-
tarized M-28 exemption form on or before November 1st
annually to receive an exemption for farm machinery.

Land Classification: Persons seeking to apply under
farm, for the first time, must file an application between
September 1st and October 31st with the Assessor’s Of-
fice. Persons who have previously applied need not re-
apply. Persons seeking to apply for forest must have the
land certified by a forester submitted by Oct. 1st

Manufacturing Machinery and Equipment: equipment
used in the manufacturing process may be allowed an
exemption if certain guidelines are met. A completed ap-
plication must be filed by November 1st.

New Commercial Trucks with a gross rating in excess of
26,000 Ibs. should check with the Assessor’s Office for
tax exemption eligibility. Applications must be complet-
ed and filed with the Assessor by November 1st.

Local Options:

Firefighters: Columbia volunteer firefighters who meet
certain requirements are eligible for tax abatement up
to $2000.

Elderly Homeowners Program: Senior Citizens or dis-
abled individuals can defer the amount of their taxes that
exceed 8% of their income. The application deadline is
May 1st annually.

Most applications can be found on our town website.

For questions on any of these programs, please call
228-9555.

The Homeowners program will start accepting applica-
tions again as of February 1, 2023. If you are already in
the program, you will receive a letter from us reminding
you to file. If you are not already in the program, you will
need to bring a copy of your 1040 income tax forms for
2022 to our office once they are completed or all your
income information if you do not file income taxes. We
cannot accept paperwork before February 1st. If you
have any questions, feel free to call us at 860-228-9555.

;-
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If you have a child who will be turning 3 or
4 years old by Dec. 31, 2023 and would like
them to be considered for the lottery, please
go to www.hwporter.org and click on Pre-
school Registration in the middle of the page.
Then please click on Preschool Screening/
Lottery. There will be a link to register your
child. Registration for the lottery will close
at 3:30pm on Thursday, March 30, 2023. We
will be holding the Lottery on Friday, March
31. If your child will be turning 5 prior to Dec.
31, 2023, then your child is eligible for Kin-
dergarten and not Preschool. If you have any
questions, please feel free to contact Deborah

Horace W. Porter School
Kindergarten Registration

Horace W. Porter School is collecting registration for students
entering Kindergarten for the upcoming 2023/2024 school year.
Parents/guardians of children who will be 5 years old by
December 31, 2023, are asked to register their child by
completing the online Kindergarten Registration by visiting our

website at hwporter.org.
complete you will receive information in your email regarding

Once your online registration is

Kindergarten Orientation. If you have any questions, contact
Tammy Nye at (860) 228-9493 ext. 161.

Dupuis at (860) 228-0585.

The Early Childhood Team of Horace W. Por-
ter School is pleased to announce that we will
conduct Preschool Screenings for Columbia
2-year and 9-month-old (turning 3 by De-

i KINDERGARTEN ¢
‘ﬂ PECISTPATION

I |

cember 31, 2023) and any 4-year-old not pre-
viously screened (and not turning 5 by De-
cember 31, 20213). Please call Deborah Dupuis at (860)
228-0585 if you would like your child to be screened.
All public-school systems in Connecticut are responsi-

In Volume 6, Issue 4, Fall 2022 under Horace W. Porter
School, Transportation - When thanking the bus drivers,
we incorrectly posted the names of students.

ble for the identification of children who may be eligible
to receive special education services. The early child-
hood team in Columbia offers preschool developmental
screenings for current resident children. The purpose of
this screening is to collect information about each pre-
schooler’s early development in the areas of cognition,
communication, motor functioning, and social interac-
tion. This will help us to determine whether your child
needs any special services in order to prepare for school
success. If you have concerns about a child that has not
yet turned 3, please contact the CT Birth-to-Three pro-
gram at (800) 505-7000.

Want to advertise in VIEWS?

Call Paul at 860-916-6474
or email paul@epicmagazines.com
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ESTATE PLANNING = BUSINESS LAW - PROBATE LAW - PERSONAL INJURY

At O’Brien Law our clients receive the personal attention they deserve.
We are committed to providing our clients with the highest level of personal service
in the areas of estate planning, elder law, probate and personal injury.

We take great pride in handling your matter personally and directly.
We do that because we are a close-knit, family-owned law firm that believes
in caring for our clients and building long-standing relationships.

Estate Planning Real Estate Closings
Elder Law Business Startup
Probate Law Buy/Sell Agreements

Personal Injury

William P. O'Brien Kevin M. O'Brien

O BRIEN LAW

EXPERIENCE - INTEGRITY - RESULTS

202 West Center Street, Manchester, CT 06040

www.OBrienLawCT.com (860) 646-3500

ESTATE PLANNING - BUSINESS LAW - PROBATE LAW - PERSONAL INJURY

Ny e
( m/m/u/ VIEWS | 1



AHM YOUTH & FAMILY SERVICES

AHM is a non-profit charitable or-
ganization with the purpose to pro-
mote and support the health and
well-being of children, youth, and
families. Residents of Andover, Co-
lumbia, Hebron, and Marlborough
can access the extensive network
of social and human services that
AHM provides.

Recently, AHM installed a Here 4
You Little Library right here in Co-
lumbia. AHM staff created a lending
library of books on a range of men-
tal health topics to help residents
feel more at ease talking about
mental health concerns. The Here
4 You Little Library was designed
to help normalize mental health
for children and teens, reminding
them that there are resources and
professionals to help them get through
times in life when they may feel over-
whelmed. Books for families of pre-
school-aged children through teens,
young adults, and adults will be avail-
able. Reading materials in the libraries
will be free and paid for through a Di-
rected Local Funds grant provided to
AHM from the Department of Econom-
ic and Community Development, Con-
necticut Office of the Arts. Columbia’s
Here 4 You Little Library can be found

at the Murphy House located at the
Town Beach near the Recreation
and Social Services offices. This re-
source is available year-round.

The AHM TASKSs Program is a part-
nership with the town of Colum-
bia to assist the seniors within the
community. The TASKs Program
works with Columbia Senior Ser-
vices to help improve the quality of
life for residents age 60 and older,
by providing them with the assis-
tance and support of a youth TASKs
worker. Teens, ages 14 through 18
years old, are paid for their time
and asked to complete chores such
as light household cleaning, raking
leaves, and mowing lawns.

AHM introduces two new staff
members: Christina Burdzy Herrick,
Student Support Services Counselor at
Horace W. Porter School and Columbia
Resident Ann Marie Drury, Individual
Giving and Events Planning Coordina-
tor.

To learn more about the many different
services and opportunities, upcoming
programs, and events please visit www.
ahmyouth.org. AHM Youth and Family
Services is also on Facebook and Insta-
gram.
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PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT

February, for being the shortest month of
the year, is certainly not lacking in sub-
stance —history, holidays, special causes,
love, and romance. On February 4th, Co-
lumbia Parks and Recreation is kicking off
the month with an event to empower young
girls and women through sports as a part of
National Girls and Women in Sports Day. In
collaboration with E.O. Smith High School
athletics, girls ages 8-13, will be participat-
ing in interactive sport clinics. The program’s
intent is to expose girls to various sports and
wellness activities, teach participants about
Title IX and empowering girls through sport,

and will conclude in late February with play-
offs. The program has co-ed teams for kin-
dergarten/Ist grade, 2nd grade, followed by
inter-town play for boys’ and girls’ teams for
3rd/4th, 5th/6th and 7th /8th grade.

Be sure to follow us on our Instagram and
Facebook page for updates on programs and
future events. With Spring right around the
corner, keep an eye out for March Madness,
egg hunt fun and road race events.

Winter Wonderland Lights up Rec Park
Twice! Mother Nature tried to squelch
the colorful lights and festive holiday spir-

it flowing in Rec Park with lots of rain and wind in late
December. Those who braved it found delight in visiting
Santa and Mrs. Claus with cookies and cocoa, toasting
marshmallows, and eating s'mores by an open fire, and
enjoying holiday music and lights. In January, round two
of Winter Wonderland was highlighted as a Walk Thru
instead of a Drive Thru, with a scavenger hunt brought
into the mix.

and peer mentoring—high school student athletes ‘giving
back’ via sports they have enjoyed by teaching young girls
and inspiring them through positive role modeling. The
Girls in Sports Day program is expecting over 100 partici-
pants from Columbia and surrounding towns.

February also brings excitement to our Youth Recreation
Basketball League. The season began in early December

ob
Y

Hebron « Mansfield

Lifelong Women'’s Healthcare
Adolescence « Pregnancy - Menopause

Roa Alammari, MD, FACOG
Robert Gildersleeve, MD, FACOG
Lesley Gumbs, MD, FACOG
Veronica Helgans, MD, FACOG
Yvette Martas, MD, FACOG
Shannon Morgan, CNM, DNP
Stephanie Welsh, CNM, DNP

860-450-7227 (phone)
860-450-7231 (fax)

A member of

Womerts Health n Find us on Facebook
| www.mansfieldobgyn.com

A-1 EXTERIORS

The First Name in Home Improvements
Specializing in Exterior Home Design

VINYL SIDING SPECIALISTS SNOW PLOWING

DECKS CUSTOM ALUMINUM TRIM
WINDOW AND DOOR REPLACEMENT

OWNER OPERATED
Bill Flaherty * 860-617-0770
Keith Lambert ¢ 860-228-4985

SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR OVER 30 YEARS

Fully Insured CT. Reg. #518827
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Continued from page 1

for the Department of Public works, Emergency Manage-
ment, Columbia Volunteer Fire Department (CVFD), and
the State Police. The upgrade was funded with the Amer-
ican Rescue Plan Funds.

The CVFD is also upgrading the old phone system to a
Voice over Internet Protocol (VoIP) Phone System. Im-
proving the audio-visual training equipment will provide
better communication with agencies during major storm
events and allow volunteers to conduct their training re-
motely. The VoIP system was also funded with American
Rescue Plan Funds.

HVAC and Exhaust System Upgrade to CVFD building
- The CVFD has received the necessary exhaust system
upgrades to better vent the fire and ambulance bays.
Four HVAC heating and cooling units and being installed
this month. This project was funded by the American
Rescue Plan Funds.

Permitlink Permitting software - Permitlink is a cloud-
based permitting software that provides residents with
an efficient and convenient way to remotely submit per-
mits to the building department and the health district.

HVAC Systems for the Town Hall and Murphy House -
Installation of HVAC systems at the Town Hall and the
Murphy House (located at the beach) were completed.
These projects were funded by the American Rescue
Plan Funds.

Community Social Services “The More you Know” se-
ries - Columbia Social Services Senior implemented
“The More you Know” program series in June. This well-
ness series aims to educate, connect, and support our
community’s mental and physical health.

Revaluation - A full revaluation for Grant List 2021 bill-
able in July 2022 for taxes, resulting in a reduced Mil Rate
from 29.33% to 25.87%

Electric Vehicle (EV) Charging Stations - Eversource
and United Illuminating, as well as funds available as
part of the US settlement with Volkswagen will be pro-
vide grant funding for Electric Vehicle (EV) Charging

;-
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Stations. Eversource grant funding has been approved.
Eversource will contribute approximately $20,000 for
the EV charging stations at each site. The town is wait-
ing to hear from the Volkswagen settlement funding to
see if that has been approved. EV charging stations upon
approval of the Board of Selectmen may be placed at the
Town of Columbia Parks and Recreation building, the
Beckish Senior Center, Columbia Town Hall, Horace W.
Porter School, the Saxton B. Little Free Library, and the
Department of Public Works garage.

History Place Masonry Repairs - The History Place re-
ceived important masonry repairs to maintain the safety
and integrity of the building.

Beckish Senior Center Programs: Digital Literacy Pro-
gram and R U Ok Program - The Beckish Senior Center
started the Digital Literacy Program in February 2022
with a generous donation from Spectrum Communica-
tions. Spectrum donated 10 Chrome books to the Beckish
Senior Center to be used for the digital literacy program.

The R U OK Program is a free service that the town pro-
vides establishing a prearranged time for participants to
receive a regular phone call inquiring about their wel-
fare. During the call participants are asked “Are You OK?”
If they answer “yes” they may simply hang up and con-
tinue with their day. If a concern is expressed, the vol-
unteer caller will determine the nature of the concern
and if some sort of response is necessary. Unanswered
calls or busy signals are called back. If there is still no
response after multiple tries, the volunteer caller may
request that an officer be dispatched to the location for
a safety check.

What we have done this past year reflects the hard work
from all our elected officials, volunteers, and town de-
partments that provide exceptional service to Columbia
and its residents.

Thank you and please be safe.

Steven M. Everett, First Selectman
severett@columbiact.org
860-228-0110



““A full service veterinary
hospital located on
Hebron o Route 66 in Hebron.

Veterinary Hospital We offer complete

in-house diagnostics,

43 West Main Street radiology, ultrasound,
Hebrqn o M surgical, orthopedic,
Dr. Kimberly Mordasky : and degiaggices.
Dr. Jaime DeLeon We also have doctors
on call for emergency
services after hours.
860.228.4324 L) ' Your Best Friend.
hvhct.com . Our Best Medicine.
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Want the best
for your family?
TRUST OURS!

Cathy, Carrie, llir, Eric, Cathyann, Michael, Tracy, Bonnie, Kristen, Christina, Jennifer

The Countryside Family Ranked #1 in 2022! (860) 228-8512

Countryside Realty of 30 Main St. in Hebron . _
ranked #1 for 2022 in number of properties SQLD in Countryside Realty would like

’ total for Hebron, Lebanon, Colchester, Columbia, to extend a sincere

Coventry, and Andover!* “Thank You” to their clients for their

. , . Loyalty, Trust, Referrals
The Agents at Countryside Realty credit their success to and Repeat Business

a deep understanding of the market, and their relentless throughout the years.
focus on customer service.

\WA W

30 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248
*According to The Greater Hartford Association of Realtors and the Connecticut SmartMLS www.countrysiderealtyct.com ’

Ve 4 A & AV

Columbia VIEWS | 15



ERIC’S TREE SERVICE tic

CT LICENSED ARBORISTS B-3164 « INSURED

JUST CALL ERIC + (860) 798-5672

ERIC@ERICSTREESERVICELLC.COM Text (860) 228-8425

Our Services

Tree Removal Rough Sawn Lumber
Tree Care, Pruning & Spraying Landscaping (All Aspects)
Land Clearing Gravel Driveways
Firewood Delivery o Stump Grinding

g} AR R A AT
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0% financing available (v ()&=
ERICSTREESERVICELLC.COM




COLUMBIA LIONS CLUB

Lion Honored for Exceptional Service—Lion Bob Fowl-
er was given the Rose Amanda Freeman Award on No-
vember 14, 2022, by district Governor Sue Fisher (photo
at right). Lion Bob has worked tirelessly to provide eye
screenings to students in Columbia and neighboring
towns. Since 2017 Lion Bob and his team of Columbia
Lions have screened over 6,000 students in grades K-8.
The screening is done using a portable Spot Vision cam-
era that detects eye problems and provides immediate
results to school health staff and parents.

Peace Poster Winners—Two 7th-grade students at
Horace Porter School, Paityn Cranick and Lexi Garri-
son, were chosen as first-place and runner-up winners,
respectively, in this year’s Lions Peace Poster Contest.
Each winner was given an Amazon Gift card from the
Columbia Lions. The winning posters were designed to
capture this year’s theme, Lead With Compassion. Paityn
Cranick’s poster will be submitted to a juried competi-
tion along with other 1st-place winners from Lions Dis-
trict 23C. Both posters will be on public view in the lobby
of the Saxton B. Little Free Library.

4th of July Parade—The Columbia Lions Club is eager
to make the parade on July 4, 2023, the biggest and best
ever! The Lions are calling upon everyone - individuals,
families, organizations - to become participants in the
parade itself. We invite members of our community to
design a float that reflects the parade’s theme and walk
the parade route along with the marching bands, fire
trucks, and other civic groups. Your float will be eligible
to win a prize if it captures the parade theme in both
spirit and style. (The theme for the parade will be an-
nounced early in 2023.) The prizes are: 1st Place $250,
2nd Place $150, 3rd Place $100.

For more information on entering the parade and de-
signing your own float, contact Lion Tom at 860-578-
7073 or email us at ColumbiaCtLions@gmail.com.

RESTAURANT

EST. 1994

Breakfast
Lunch
Dinner

Catering available

Hours
Mon 8 am.-2 p.m.
Tue-Wed-Thur 8a.m.-8 p.m.
Fri-Sat 8 a.m.-8:30 p.m.
Sun 8 am.—7 p.m.

71 Main Street
Hebron, CT
860.228.9375

www.ginamariesct.com
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Happy New Year from the Columbia Leos! The Leo’s have
been busy since September! We helped the Columbia Li-
ons at their Camp Rising Sun Dinner in October. In No-
vember we had a successful One Warm Coat Drive. We
accepted gently used coats, hats, mittens, warm weath-
er socks. These donations were passed along to WAIM.
Thanks to all who generously donated to help us with
our efforts! We received over 50 items with 14 received
at The Columbia Lion’s Annual Gazebo Lighting! A great
time was had by all with Rick Cooper leading us in song;
the Girl Scouts led by Susan Smith supplied wonder-
ful baked goods and Santa stopped by to wish us well!
With Scout Troop 162 collecting food, it was a wonderful
evening! In January we started our Food and Fuel Drive.
We will be at The Congregational Church Breakfasts in
January, February, and March to receive food items for
The Columbia Food Pantry and ask for donations to The
Town of Columbia Fuel assistance Program. The Congre-
gational Church Breakfasts held on the second Saturdays
of the month are not to be missed, if you haven't been!
The food and service is wonderful! We will continue our
Fuel Drive at a Concert hosted by The Columbia Arts

Hebron P
¢ CarJWash

860.228.Wash

P.O. Box 727
18 Liberty Drive
Hebron, CT
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Council at the Beckish Senior Center on January 29th.
As we head into winter, we feel it's important to continue
to raise awareness of The Town of Columbia’s Fuel Assis-
tance Program. Your donations to this program will help
Columbia residents directly. Thanks to all who have and
continue to support this program.

We will host our Annual Variety Show on April 29, 2023!
For information about tickets, sponsorships and adver-
tising please contact Leo Advisor Lion Jim Blair.

The Leos meet in The Band Room at Horace Porter
School. Please feel free to contact Advisor, Lion Jim Blair
at jblandl5@earthlink .net if you might be interested in
joining! Our requirements are ages 12-18, and you are
Columbia resident. Lion Jim Blair will also be able to pro-
vide information on exact meeting dates and times.

The Columbia Leos are thankful for the support of our
town as we pledge our commitment to fulfill our motto:
“We Serve”!

Contact Information:
Lion Jim Blair, Advisor
860-428-2916 * Jbland15@earthlink.net

K-1 Kerosene

Premium Diesel Fuel
Full Service Gas Station
24-Hour Burner Service

860-423-6859
266 Beaumont Highway
Lebanon, CT 06249

www.BendersQilService.com




COLUMBIA COMMUNITY SOCIAL SERVICES

Greetings and Happy New Year! We would like to share a
big thank you for the generous support of local families
through the Columbia social service program. Through
your donations and gifts, we were able to share holiday
meals, food gift cards and gifts with 33 children and their
parents, and 12 seniors.

In addition to donations and gifts, we would also like to
thank the volunteers who shopped for gifts, wrapped
them, helped with sorting, distribution, and delivery to
the families. This would not have been possible without
all of you, and we greatly appreciate your willingness to be
a helping hand for the families in Columbia.

Donations were made by, The Columbia Volunteer Fire
Department, Saint Columba Church, The Columbia Li-
ons Club, The Horace Porter School Staff, The Columbia
Congregational Church, The Holiday Giving Tree, The
Cardless Holiday Fund, Roberto’s Log Cabin and many,
many generous Columbia residents past and present. Our
hearts have been touched by your readiness to fill the
gap where it needs to be filled. We will be doing outreach

DONALD P. CIANCI
ATTORNEY AT LAW

General Practice of Law Including

PERSONAL INJURY

AUTO/MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENTS
REAL ESTATE
WILLS

860-228-2700
email: Law@donaldpcianciesqg.net

4

P.0. Box 210
45 Laurel Lane
Columbia, CT 06237

NOTE: Our office has relocated to 45 Laurel Lane
Columbia, CT from the Landmark Building

through 2023 during Easter, back to school, Thanksgiving,
and Christmas. We look forward and appreciate your con-
tinued support!

On Behalf of the Families we serve,
Debby Smith & Nancy Millerd

Combine and

getin on the
surprise.

Anthony Raggi, Agent
61 Main Street, Suite E

Here's the deal, our Home and Auto

rates are already great. B&t when you

Hebron, CT 06248 combine with State Farm™, you can

Bus: 860-359-9132 save even more. Call me to discover

anthony@ctinsurancequote.com  your surprisingly great rates on Home
and Auto today.

State Farm Mutual Autamobile Insurance Company

State Farm Indemnity Company

$State Farm Fire and Casualty Company

State Farm General Insurence Company
Bloominglan, IL

Like a good neighbor State Farm s there®

Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants subject
to State Farm underwriting requirements,

$tate Farm County Mutial hisurance Company of Taxas

State Farm Lioyds

Richardson, TX

State Farm Florida Insurance Company
Winter Haven, FL

oo StateFarm
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'" TOYOTAOF 4 '. . - - Visit us online or
,‘c COLCH ESTER : - in-store to learn

Lam— : about our leasing
/JU“’ | VR —— == § andfinancing

offers!
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2022 Toyota Tacoma
Unmatched. Unequaled. Unstoppable.

100 Old Hartford Rd., Colchester, CT 06415 | (860) 537-2468 | www.ToyotaofColchester.com

Elevated Pub Food

Open Tue-Sun 11:30am to 9:00pm
Closed Monday

10% Senior Citizen Discount

54 Main Street, Hebron (Formerly FennAgains) 860-530-1213

s
20 ( m/m//m VIEWS |



REPUBLICAN TOWN COMMITTEE

DEMOCRATIC TOWN COMMITTEE

With the new year upon us, it’s a time to reflect on 2022
and what'’s ahead. The Columbia Republican Town Com-
mittee has maintained a steadfast commitment of en-
gaging with the residents of our town and working to-
wards positive change. This means looking to what we
can improve upon while maintaining what we hold dear.

A primary goal is out-
reach and feedback. :
Whether it is how B

the town spends your [ CO[UWB/A
hard-earned tax dol- M REPUBLICANS
lars or the education
your child receives,
we want your input.
Whether the issue is
how Columbia regu-
lates how you man-
age private property
through zoning reg-
ulations or how tax-
payer owned open
space is utilized, we need to understand your point of
view. We can't stress enough how important engage-
ment is, and we are working hard to keep you informed.

www.columbianc.org

The flip side of that coin is your involvement in town
governance and you holding elected officials account-
able. Attending meetings on a regular basis is a vital civic
duty. And not just to observe or address topics that ef-
fect you directly but to listen to everything you can. You
may be surprised at what you hear.

Last October, the CRTC held a fall festival event at Rec
Park. It was a great success! Along with having fun, our
goal was to engage in productive conversations and hear
from you, regardless of party. We want to thank all of
those who attended and made it a resounding success!

We will be holding more events throughout 2023 and
hope that you can attend! Along with another fall festival,
we will have gatherings in the spring and summer. These
family-friendly events serve the purpose of having fun
but also of engaging.

Finally, the CRTC will be holding “listening” sessions
at the town hall meeting room the second Thursday of
each month from 7 to 8pm. These informal get-togethers
with various elected officials will allow you to learn more
about what is being done on your behalf and give you an
opportunity to express your honest concerns.

Reach out to us directly or follow us on Facebook to stay
updated on these important events!

The Columbia Democratic Town Committee (CDTC) will
host a Civic Forum for residents of Columbia on March
14 7:00-9:00PM at The Beckish Senior Center. The pur-
pose of the Civic Forum is to provide an opportunity for
Columbia residents to learn how their town government
functions. Additionally, the CDTC hopes that the forum
will spur civic engagement and participation. Two Rep-
resentatives from each—the Board of Selectmen, the
Board of Education, the Financial Planning and Alloca-
tion Commission, and the Planning and Zoning Com-
mission—will comprise a moderated panel discussion
regarding their roles and processes in town government.
We encourage members of the community to ask ques-
tions of panel members. We will video record the event
(with signed waivers) and post it on the CDTC Facebook
page. We encourage Columbia residents to attend and
will provide refreshments and an opportunity for social-
izing following the formal panel discussion.

For more information, visit the CDTC Facebook page.
https: //www.facebook.com /profile.php?id=1000788856
72002&sk=about,

or contact us at susan.spiggle@gmail.com

Client Favorite

of Prot+ Agents Nationwide

vy

Paul Ramsey
Vision Real Estate

@ homesnap

Thinking of Selling

Your Home?

Then call Paul Ramsey, Realtor
Over 42 Years in the Area

860-916-6474
ramzbldr@yahoo.com

Vision Real Estate

With Offices throughout Connecticut

-
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COLUMBIA CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

Exploring Paths
to Full Accessibility

Columbia Congregational Church
is on a path to becoming accessi-
ble to all who would like to attend
and participate in our activities.
We have a team exploring ways
that we can accomplish this.

In December we were able to cre-
ate spaces in the sanctuary for
wheelchair, walker and/or stroll-
er use so that families and friends
could sit together. Another project
that we are working on, is looking
into ways to assist with transpor-
tation to and from activities. Come
check out our progress and watch
us as we become a place that is
accessible to all while maintaining
our heritage.

Columbia Cardless
Holiday Fund 2022

The following people made do-
nations to the Columbia Cardless
Holiday Fund 2022. This fund is
sponsored by the Columbia Con-
gregational Church and is used
year-round to help Columbia res-
idents. We thank them for their
generosity in helping their neigh-
bors in need.

Rick/Elaine Carone
Lynn/Bob Owens
Andrew/Diana/Emil Sadlon
anonymous
Pearce/Maheu Family
Debby/Mark Smith
Narkawicz Family
Pam/Les Giddings

Jackie Kittle

anonymous
Peter/Michele Dumaine
George/Madeline Skinner
Rich/Sally Ruef

Carmen Vance

Joyce Nasin
Mahlon/Cathy Gilbert
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_-Congregational UCC
Small Church Big Heart ()

.k Columbia

325 Route 87
PO Box 177
Columbia, CT
06237

Services 10 AM Sundays with Rev. MaryAnn Purtill
Church School during services 1st & 3rd Sundays
Outdoorswith God for all Ages on the 4th Sunday 2 PM

860 228 9306 Bible Study Thursdays 10:30 AM

ccchurch@snet.net EASTER Services: 6:30 AM Sunrise at Camp Asto Wamah

April 9th 10 AM  Easter CelebrationService
Columbiacongregational
church.org Community Breakfasts monthly on the 2nd Saturday

Find Us O e Simple Sustenance Soup, Bread, Pierogis on the 4th Sunday

on YouTube
For details check out our webpage: Columbiacongregationalchurch.org

‘_kColumbia 2nd Saturday

Congregational UCC . : .
Small Church 8ig Heart Q) CO mmuhn (ty Q\:\J .
5 5 Breakfasts

EJ;E’, ® Feb. 11 Mar. 11

r:i- : Apr &  May 13

Share Food and Joy with
Family and Friends

& AM to 11 AM

All you can eat $12; Special Rates
for Families with Children

Buffet includes design-your-own omelets, Belgian waffles, corned beef hash and
two other meats, hash browns, scrambled eggs, fruit and home baked goods. Lots of choices!

SIMPLE SUSTENANCE OFFERINGS 202:

HOMEMADE SOUP, BREAD, PIEROGIS

!
Mozzarella Parmesan Bread

Teb 26 Mulligatawny
Mar 26 * Pierogis, Apple Sauce, Carmelized Onions *
Apr 23 Corn Chowder Molasses Brown Bread
{ May 21 Zuppa Toscana Sun- Dncd Tomato Basil Bread

ORDER and PAY by one week prlor to PIC up date above

.~ OR
. email:

Order online with PayPal at https: / / colu blacongregatlonalchurch org

ER forms available at Co]{umbl# Congre| atlonaL Chur or by
ccchurchfa1r@gmall com ‘

Watch for next schedule startl’ng in September

| Columbia |
) Congregotanal S




FRIENDS OF MONO POND STATE PARK

Friends of Mono Pond State Park -
Who, What. and Why Now?

Over the past few years, the State of Connecticut, with
the help of the Town of Columbia Open Space Commit-
tee, Board of Selectmen, and the Trust for Public Land,
has acquired several large parcels of land. These acquisi-
tions have expanded the Mono Pond State Park from its
pre-existing 200 acres to well over 600 acres, extending
from the boat launch area off of Hunt Road all the way
south to the Airline Trail in Lebanon, and westward to
the town-owned Mint Brook Preserve in Wells Woods,
near Hebron. The property provides opportunities for
hiking, biking, running, horseback riding, ski-
ing, snowshoeing, skating, bow hunting, fish-
ing, kayaking, and bird watching! The property
is also steeped in history, with foundations in
the Mint Brook parcel dating back to the 18th
century. What a phenomenal recreational re-
source this establishes in our town!

However, with public ownership comes re-
sponsibility. As residents of the Town of Co-
lumbia and State of Connecticut, we all are
responsible for this property, to ensure that
these woodlands and waterways are preserved
in their natural state, and the quality and in-
tegrity of the habitat is preserved so its native
flora and fauna will continue to flourish. The
CT DEEP and Town of Columbia, with input
from other stakeholders, are currently revising
the original 1999 Stewardship Agreement and
Management Plan with the goal that the Plan
will enhance and support education, recreation
and conservation activities within Mono Pond
State Park while preserving the integrity of Mono Pond
State Park’s natural resources and historical artifacts.

Enter, FRIENDS OF MONO POND STATE PARK! The
Friends of Mono Pond State Park (FOMPSP) is a Columbia
CT based “not for profit” 501(c)(3) organization formed in
2022. As a non-profit, tax-exempt organization, we can
accept tax deductible donations that will be used to im-
prove the quality and sustainability of Mono Pond State
Park. Furthermore, it provides to anyone who shares this
vision opportunities to participate actively in activities
that further this cause.

The Friends of Mono Pond State Park’s board includes
several of your friends and neighbors, many of whom are
serving or have served on town boards, committees and
commissions: Tom McGrath, President; Rob Hellstrom,

Vice President; Todd Shepard, Secretary; Ron Wikholm,
Treasurer; Ann Dunnack, Director; Paul Kordonowy, Di-
rector; Linda Rainwater, Director.

Our newly-formed Friends group is very much a work
in progress. The revised Stewardship Agreement and
Management Plan will help FOMPSP formulate our own
goals, objectives and potential projects. Will we devel-
op new trails? Maintain existing ones? Eradicate invasive
species of plants, or work to restore degraded historic
sites?

Will we set up nest boxes, build viewing platforms, or
set up quiet places to sit and read or reflect? Should we

Photo of Mono Pond by Paul Ramsey

make ourselves available for guided hikes, or work with
local area schools to conduct educational programs or
install informational kiosks? Will we organize fundrais-
ers for the projects of our dreams? Ideas, anyone?

Stay tuned for our Face Book page, and an up-and-run-
ning Website that will allow you to become members,
sponsors, volunteers, and participants in the work we do
and the events we hold in our park. (Any tech- and social
media-savvy volunteers out there? We need YOU, ASAP!
Please contact us at: friendsofmonopond@gmail.com)

Thanks, in advance, for your interest. We truly look for-
ward to your ideas, energy, and involvement.

See you on the trails!
Friends of Mono Pond State Park

-~ / .
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TOWN HISTORIAN

Thank-you, Mr. David
Black,

for Tressilian Tucker’s
Wood Carving

Tressilian Greene Tucker, born
August 19, 1872 in Prudence,
Rhode Island, son of Joel and
Ruth Greene Tucker, grew up in
Columbia on a farm owned by
his parents near the corner of
Route 66 and Hennequin Road.
In an era when burgeoning elec-
tric power was being harnessed
by steam powered turbines and
diesel engines, farming had little
interest to this young man. Hard
to imagine today, but continu-
ous, controllable, on/off electric
power opened up a new world
for applications such as auto-
motive personal transportation,
electric lighting, as well as elec-
trifying all manner of small me-
chanical devices to do all kinds
of work more consistently, effi-
ciently, and easily.

Experimentation and engineer-
ing prowess was his passion and
extraordinary gift. A quiet, un-
obtrusive gentleman “of the old
school” according to his 1958
obituary, Tressilian Tucker was
locally known as Tinker Tucker
and professionally known as T. G.
Tucker. He was, by all accounts,
a mechanical and automotive
genius. He was known nationally
throughout engineering circles,
and sought by the University of
California and Ambherst College
to solve intransigent mechanical
and electrical engineering prob-
lems.

Columbia knew him by outward

appearances, mostly thanks to newspaper articles by

NS
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Above: Tucker’s wood carving Sphere in a Cage
(c.1950). Below: Tucker monument in Columbia
Center Cemetery Burying Ground. Photos courtesy
of Ingrid Wood.

Columbia journalist Eleanor Tuttle
... of having owned the first high-
wheeled bicycle as a young boy,
and later the first motorcycle, and
first car in town; and having built
a power mower from spare trac-
tor parts. He built his own camera,
made photosensitive paper, and
developed his own photographs.
For 38 years he maintained a ma-
chine and automotive repair shop
near 193 Route 66 where he re-
paired cars and all manner of de-
vices. He installed electrical pow-
er in his home which he shared
with his wife Grace Elizabeth Little
Tucker (1874 - 1949) and daugh-
ter Madeline Grace Tucker (1898
- 1951); and in his immaculate ma-
chine shop before anyone else had
electricity in town. At one point he
also installed electric lights on Co-
lumbia’s green.

After 1951 Tressilian Tucker’s eye-
sight began to fail, and he moved to
the home of Ethel and Frank Black
on Rt. 6 near Whitney Road. There
he enjoyed the care of a loving
family and companionship of son
David, to whom Tressilian Tucker
presented his remarkable wood
carving. In February 1958 Tressil-
ian Tucker passed away. He and his
family are buried in Columbia Cen-
ter Cemetery Burying Ground, cu-
riously marked by a large polished
granite sphere, and initials T.G.T.

Mr. David Black, now living in Cal-
ifornia, felt it was the right time to
send back home Tressilian Tuck-
er's wood carving, Sphere in a
Cage, carved from a single block of
wood. Thank-you so much for this
ever-meaningful and important
gift of Columbia’s history!

Ingrid Wood, Town Historian



Country
Tree Experts

SPECIALIZING IN HAZARD TREE REMOVAL

Our services
include:

Tree Removal
Pruning

Stump Grinding
Yard Expansion

Plant Healthcare

- CT LICENSED Keep your property safe

ARBORIST Call (860) 228-1417 today
- FULLY INSURED K1 CountryTreeExperts

[) country_tree_ experts
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Ao | s 326 Route 87 Columln CT 06237
S (Office)860-337-0011 (Cell) 860-712-5621

www.aspenrealtygroupllc.com
REALTY ROUP LLC

gstavens@aspenrealtygroupllc.com

Put our knowledge and experience to work for you
so you can start making your own backyard memories!

Aspen Realty Group has been in business
for over 12 years and has grown to be one Aspen Realty Group LLC:

of the largest real estate companies in o Customer Centric Culture o Full Service Real Estate Firm
Tolland and Windham County. We success- o Technology Based « Locally owned and operated
tully closed hundreds of properties while
maintaining high customer satisfaction. .
Aspen Real%y éoup o o fadbenred] sl Thank you for supporting your local real estate office!

FULL TIME agents to meet all your needs. Call for a free Property Valuation




